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When we sin, we pray twice. St. Augustine

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
August 21, 2011

All children and youth are invited to bring their
backpacks to school the day before school starts.
During the children’'s message there will be a
special blessing of the backpack ceremony.

DISCIPLES MEN’'S RETREAT
September 16-18, 2011
Lake Brownwood Christian Retreat

Theme: “The Church has Left the Building”

Two awesome speakers will be the keynoters at
this year’s retreat! You won't want to miss this
opportunity to gather with men from all over
Texas and New Mexico. Rev. Feliberto Pereira and
Rev. Laurie Feille will keynote that incredible
gathering of men!

The 6:30 p.m. Friday through Sunday morning
worship event will also feature uplifting singing led
by John Malget, educational workshops, heart-
warming sharing, fellowship and spiritual renewal.
On Saturday afternoon, there will be a time of
dialogue with our Regional Minister, Dani Loving
Cartwright.

There will be a pre-retreat Golf Tournament
beginning at noon on Friday before the retreat
begins. Contact Roy Horne at home.roy@gmail.com
to signup!

All the registration info is located at
http://www.ccsw.org/pages/disciplesmen

Congratulations to Kyle & Emilie
Denton, married July 23, 2011

(See additional picture on page 5)

New Bible Study Planned

“Evaluating Your Spiritual Gifts” is the theme of
the new bible study slated to start in September. Inis
Dudenhoeffer will lead a group on Thursday mornings or
another day/time if this is not convenient. She is even
open to two bible study groups if this works best for
the church.

What are spiritual gifts? What do they mean to us?
How do we use them in today's world? These are some
guestions to be addressed in the group sessions.

Contact Inis to discuss the day/time and to sign up
for this study.

Our pastor, Rev. Judy Brock, started a medical leave of
absence on July 25 due to major problems with sciatic
pain. She will be off for at least six weeks but will be
available for telephone consultations as necessary. Please
pray for Pastor Judy that her back and nerve issues are
resolved.
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PASTOR’S MUSINGS—

Vacation Bible School and
church camps gave our young
people a chance to spend
concentrated time learning
about God and growing closer to
the Lord. Thank you to Jenni
Hudson for her leadership in
putting together an outstanding team of
volunteers. And thank you to everyone who
contributed in some way to make the week a
success. Thank you also to our youth pastor, Tyler
Hunt. At a member of the program team for Chi
Rho, he not only helped the youth to have a
meaningful experience at camp, but he was able to
listen to God himself in a powerful way. Tyler has
big plans for the youth this fall. Please support
him and our children’s Sunday School teachers,
Shirley Gritton, and Rhonda Gettig, and all our
WOW leaders as they commit themselves to
serving God through serving kids.

This fall we will be splitting the kids in the
after school program into two groups. Chi Rho kids
(grades 6-8) will meet with Tyler. I will meet with
the KFC kids (grades 3-5). 1T you would be
interested in helping with one of these groups let
me or Tyler know.

Shalom & love, Judy

Condolences!

Our condolences to the family of Louise Davis who died
on July 27th. Louise’s funeral will be held Monday,
August 1°* at 11 a.m. in the sanctuary. Louise was a long
term member of our church. Our prayers are with her
family.
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WELCOME!

I't was a special joy to welcome Inis
Dudenhoeffer into the membership of our church
by statement of faith on July 10. Inis, a long-time
member of FCC, Wichita Falls moved to
Grandfield, Ok when she married. Living a long way
from Wichita Falls, Inis and Philip began attending
our church occasionally and liked the friendliness
of our folks. Sometimes it’'s nice under these kinds
of circumstances to have two churches to call
home.

Inis and Philip live at 309 West Third,
Grandfield, OK 73546, 631-7179. Inis has a lot of
background in teaching Bible studies with a special
interest in spirituality. We look forward to
organizing a fall study with Inis’ leadership.
Welcome and blessings!

Praying Twice
According to legend, the early Christian theologian St.
Augustine of Hippo said, “He who sings prays twice.” (The
Latin wording is actually “He who sings well prays twice,” but
more on that in a moment.) Singing, a common element of
worship, is a handy way to help children pray.

My 6-year-old, who loves to sing, was surprised and delighted
when 1 told him a praise song he'd just learned could also be

his bedtime prayer. He sings off-key, forgets some words and
doesn’'t want help from Mom; he just sings his little heart out.

But what of older churchgoers who stay silent during hymns,
fearful that they don't sing well enough? Forget the Latin
translation! Long before Augustine, a psalmist wrote, “Make a
joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands!” (Psalm 100:1, KJV;
emphasis added). Why not pray twice today? —Heidi Mann



